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T  H  O  U  G  H  T  S,  c^c, 


THE  great  importance  of  agriculture 
to  the  intereft  and  independence  of 
this  country,  cannot  have  efcaped  the  ob- 
fervation  of  thofe,  who  have  turned  their 
attention  to  political  difquifitions.  From 
that  great  body  of  the  people,  who  are 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land, 
we  are  to  expedl  the  greateft  increafe  of 
healthy  and  vigorous  population.  From 
them  principally  the  failor,  the  foldier,  the 
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miner,  the  manufadlurer,  when  reduced  to 
poverty  and  in  diftrefs,  derive  their  fupport. 
From  t'e  owners  and  occapiers  of  land,  the 
merchant  and  manufadurer  find  a  very  ex- 
tenfive  demand  far  the  various  articles  they 
import  or  fabricate.  And  when  we  re* 
fled  on  the  flate  of  the  public  debt  of  this 
country — on  the  taxes  which  are  now  raifed 
to  pay  the  intereft  of  that  debt, — the  land 
at  once  prefents  itfelf  as  the  folid  and  ul- 
timate fecurity  for  the  payment  of  that  in- 
tereft. It  is  an  indifputable  fad:>  that 
many  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  the  beft 
arable  land,  employed  in  the  culture  of 
barley,  do  annually,  exclufive  of  a  rack 
rent,  pay  more  in  taxes  to  government,  and 
parochial  and  country  rates  and  affcffment^, 
than  the  whole  produce  of  the  crop  grown 
upon  them.  How  attentive  then  ought  this 
nation  to  be  to  this  important  objedl ;  to 
give  every  poflible  encouragement  to  the 
improvement   of  agriculture  5    to  cherifli 
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and  fupport  it  with  parental  tendernefs 
and  anxiety ;  and  to  fufFer  no  check,  no 
impediment  to  be  thrown  in  its  way  ? 

The  multiplicity  of  the  corn  laws  evince 
the  importance  of  this  queftion.  From  a 
very  remote  period,  the  encouragement 
of  agriculture  has  attraded  the  attention 
of  the  legiflature ;  has  been  the  guiding 
principle — the  aim — the  objedl  of  all  the 
corn  laws  now  in  being* 

A  certain  veteran  in  the  republic  of  let- 
ters, who  has  publifiied  (^what  he  calls)  re- 
feBions^  at  the  requeft  of  fome  friends, 
with  the  avowed  defign  of  furnlfliing  them 
•*  irith  an  eafy  clue  to  direct  them  to  right  CQn-- 
**  clufionsj'  hath,  with  no  great  deference 
to  the  underftanding  and  integrity  of  the 
legiflators  of  his  country,  been  pleafed  to 
aflert  and  conclude^  that  the  only  principle  on 
which  thefe  laws  were  formed,  was,  '*  That 
A  2  •'  th^ 
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"  tbi  good  of  the  whole  JJ:Guld  be  facrificed  to  the 
'*  interefts  of  particular  monopolizers  s"  and 
that  the  only  intention  of  thofe  wicked  \t- 
giflators,  in  *'  the  feveral  alterations^  expla- 
nations, '*  and  fuppojed  amendments  oj  the  f aid 
"  lanjoSy  was  to  transfer  opportunities  of  com-- 
*'  mitting  frauds  by  one  jet  of  men  to  that  of 
**  another  " 

We  have  read  many  of  the  Dean's  pub- 
lications with  pleafure  and  improvement ; 
they  bear  evident  proofs  of  an  adive  manly 
underftanding  ;  but  we  cannot  admit  fuch 
candid  refeBions,  fuch  right  cojiclufions,  to 
come  with  propriety  from  the  pen  of  an 
author  who  profelTes  *'  to  write  for  ?2$ 
^'  party,  to  be  truly  and  literally  independent 

'*  of  ally  and  to  wifh    no  ill  to   any" 

**  who  awaits  the  public  decifion  with  that 
*'  deference  and^  rejpedl  which  duty  enjoins, 
^[  and  decency  requires  3"  and  yet  we  fhall 

not 


(     5     ) 

not  prefume  to  queftion  the  truth  of  his 
aflertion,  *'  that  be  is  happy  in  the  confci- 
"  oiifnejs  of  hii  cjon  mind^  of  having  meant 
"  the  bejl!" 

We  will  defer  for  a  moment  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  truth  of  thefe  candiu  re- 
flexions, and,  till  the  comrary  (hall  be 
proved,  fuppofe,  that  the  intention  of  the 
legiflature  in  enabling  the  feveral  corn  laws 
has  been-— to  encourage  agriculture  for  the 
good  of  the  iiohole — to  enable,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  grower  of  corn  to  increafe  the 
produce  of  his  lands— by  giving  a  bounty 
upon  exportation,  when  the  price  of  corn 
would  not  afford  him  a  reafonable  return 
for  his  induftry,  and  enable  him  to  pay 
the  rent,  taxes,  rates,  and  charges  attend- 
ing its  growth, — and,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  prevent  the  confumers  f(om  fuffering 
too  great  incofivenicnces  and  hard/hips^ 
when  the  creeps  were  fmail,  and  the  price 
A  3  of 
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of  corn  confequently  too  high,  by  allow- 
ing an  importation  from  abroad. 

It  is  not  attempted  to  be  denied,  that 
thofe  good  intentions  have  been  in 
fome  degree  impeded  by  the  various  and 
enormous  abufes  which  have  arifen  from 
the  want  of  a  proper  medium,  by  which 
the  prices  of  corn  to  be  exported,  or  im^ 
ported,  fhould  be  regulated. 

The  ftatutes,  fo  low  down  as  6  G.  3, 
have  diredled  this  regulation  to  be  the 
*^  common  market  prices  of  middling  corn  a?id 
**  grainJ'  i  James  2,  chap.  1 9.  5  G.  2, chap, 
12.  6G.  3,  chap.  17, 

In  13  G.  3,  chap.  43,  keeping  to  the 
fame  idea  of  middling  corn  fixes  the  prices 
it  which  the  ports  now  open  and  fhut, 
vijr, 
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To  import  when  prices,  upon  prerent- 
inent  of  Grand  Jury  at  Quarter  Seffions, 
are  at  or  above — 

Wheats      Rye.     Barley.     Gats.  Beans  &  Peafe. 

48J.      32J.      24J.      i6i.      2^5.  perQur. 

Upon  thofe  duties  of 
6d,        2^'        ^^-        ^^-        3^-     ^^^^^' 

To  export  when  prices,  at  the  neareft 
market  to  the  port  or  place  of  ihipping, 
upon  oath  of  the  exporter^  are  under 

44J.      28f.      22i.      14J.      281.  per  Qu. 

With  thefe  bounties 
51.         31.       zs.td.    2s.  Oatmeal  2J,  6^. 

At  Intervening  prices,  neither  to  export 
nor  Import  5   ^vtz.  from 

44X.      28/.      225.      I4X,  to 

48  i.      3  2  J.      24  J.      i6i. 

A  4.  The 
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The  14  G.  3,  chap.  64,  diredted  that 
the  prices  of  corn  and  grain,  and  of  oat- 
meal exported^  fliould  be  governed  by  the 
average  prices  at  which  the  fame  fliould 
have  been  fold  in  the  public  market,  at  or 
neareft  the  port  of  exportation  on  the  laft 
market  day  preceeding  : — But  as  it  point- 
ed out  no  mode  of  afcertaining  fuch  prices, 
the  importation  and  exportation  continued 
to  be  carried  on  by  the  common  market 
prices  of  middling  corn  and  grain,  which 
gave  opportunities  to  the  dealers  in  corn, 
of  committing  numerous  frauds  and  abufes. 

The  mode  of  afcertaining  the  prices  of 
corn  in  London,  with  refpeft  to  opening 
that  port  for  importation,  was  by  the 
mayor,  alderman,  and  juftices  there,  cer- 
tifying, from  the  feveral  general  quarter 
feffions,  the  prices  of  middling  corn,  to 
the  colledlor  of  the  cuftoms,  by  the  oaths 
of  two  perfons,    neither  of  whom    was 

a  corn 
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a  corn-chandler,  mealman,  faftor,  mer- 
chant, or  other  perfon  interefted  in  the  ex- 
portation of  corn,  and  each  of  whom  was 
qualified  by  a  freehold  eftate  of  twenty 
pounds  a  year,  or  a  leafehold  eftate  of  fifty 
pounds  a  year— and  alfo  fkilful  in  the 
prices  of  corn. 

From  this  mode  of  afcertaining  the 
importation  prices,  arofc  the  following 
abufes :  It  very  feldom  happened  that  the 
perfons  who  made  the  oaths  were  compe- 
tent to  the  talk— or  regulated  themfelves 
by  the  fpirit  or  even  letter  of  the  law  ; 
they  have  been  known  to  buy  the  BtST 
corn  at  an  extra  price,  and  afterwards, 
make  oath  that  Juch  price  w^as  the  com- 
mon market  price  of  M  i  D  D  l  i  N  G  corn. 

Nor  were  thefe  abufes  confined  to  the 
metropolis.  In  every  other  part  of  the 
kingdom,  to  open   the    ports    for  foreign 

wheats. 


(      lo     ) 

wheats,  peafe  and  beans,  at  the  low  duty, 
prefentments  mufl  have  been  made  by  the 
grand  jury  at  the  quarter  fefRons  for  the 
county,  that  the  price  of  middling  wheat 
was  at  that  time  forty^eight  fhillings  per 
quarter,  and  of  peafe  and  beans  thirty-two 
/hillings  the  quarter.  Yet  the  port  ©f 
Briftol  has  been  opened  for  the  importa- 
tion of  wheat,  when  the  bejl  wheat  fold 
in  London  21  forty  {hillings  the  quarter.-— 
The  port  has  been  opened  at  Poole  for 
wheat — beans  and  peafe,— and  at  Liver- 
pool for  beans — when  the  bejl  wheat  fold 
in  London  at  thirty-nine  (hillings  the  quar- 
ter— the  beft  beans  at  twenty-one  fhillings 
a  quarter — and  the  bejl  peafe  at  twenty-fix 
fiillings  and  fx'pence  the  quarter. 

From  thefe  fadls  it  is  certain  that  the 
ports  of  Briftol,  Poole,  and  Liverpoole, 
could  then  have  been  fapplied  from  Lon- 
don, and  from  the  ports   on  the  eaftern 
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coafts,  (where  the  prices  were  ftill  lower) 
including  freight,  infurance,  and  other 
charges,  with  the  be/l  corn,  at  confider- 
ably  lefs  prices  than  thofe  returned  by 
the  refpedtive  grand  juries  for  the  middling 
forts. 

At  Newcaftle,  when  the  merchants 
wifhed  for  an  importation  of  rye,  they 
would  juft  before  the  quarter  feffions  give 
above  thirty- two  (hillings  per  quarter  for  a 
fmall  parcel  or  two,  of  the  growth  of  the 
neighbourhood,  for  the  purpofe  of  open- 
ing the  port,  though  at  the  fame  time  a 
quantity  from  Norfolk,  of  a  fuperior  qua- 
lity, might  have  been  bought  at  a  price 
confiderably  lower.  Whatever  has  been 
faid  relative  to  the  frauds  pradtifed  in  the 
importation  of  wheat,  beans,  rye,  and 
peafe,  is  equally  and  notorioufly  true, 
with  refpeft  to  the  importation  of  oats 
sad  barley.    Similar  abufes  have  been  prac- 
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tifed  with  regard  to  the  exportation  price 
of  corn. 

The  rule,  by  which  the  colledlor  of 
the  cufloms  in  London  was  governed,  in 
determining  the  bounty  on  corn  exported, 
was — the  oath  of  the  exporter — and  the 
average  prices,  as  returned  by  the  meal 
iveigbers^  on  the  market  day  preceeding 
the  time  when  the  corn  was  (hipped. — It 
was  frequently  in  the  power,  and  has  been 
the  praftice  of  the  exporter^  to  occafion 
an  unfair  average— A  low  price  has  been 
obtruded  on  the  meal  i^eighers,  for  the 
purpofe  of  deceiving  the  colledor  out- 
wards, and  juftifying  the  oadi  of  the  ex- 
porter.— Although  the  price  of  good  corn 
might  be  confiderably  above  the  export 
limits,  yet  the  exporter  buying,  or  caufing 
to  be  fold,  a  parcel  or  two  of  very  ordmary 
corn^  of  the  like  fpecies,  on  a  market 
day,    when     there   happened    to   be    but 
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little  good  corn  of  that  fpecies  foldj  the  aver- 
age price  would  of  courfe  appear  to  the 
colledtor  very  low — He  would  therefore 
be  deceived,  and  the  exporter  might  think 
himfelf  juftified  in  taking  the  oath. 

The  fame  practice  has  alfo  prevailed  in 
the  out-ports — even  flour  made  from 
foreign  wheat  has  been  exported  from 
them,   by  means  of  fuch  proceedings. 

From  thefe,  and  other  fads,  too  nume- 
rous to  be  here  expofed,  it  is  mofl  notori- 
ous, that  the  perfons  interefted  in  the 
buying  and  felling  of  corn,  (I  muft,  hov/- 
cver,  except  the  grower,  who  is  the  prin- 
cipal fufferer  by  fuch  practices)  had  evaded 
the  laws  regulating  the  importation  and 
exportation  thereof;  and  had,  as  well  ia 
London,  as  the  out-ports,  made  a  fictitious 
price  of  corn,  in  order  to  import  or  export, 
as    bed   fuited  their  own    interelis;    and 

that 
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that  it  was  become  neceffary  to  regulate 
the  importation  and  exportation  prices, 
by  fome  mode  that  could  not  be  evaded. 
Frauds  fo  notorious,  aiad  fo  frequently  rt^ 
peated,  efpecially  In  the  port  of  London, 
loudly  called  for,  and  could  fcarce  have  ' 
been  expelled  to  efcape,  the  attention  of 
the  legiflature — In  fad,  they  did  not. 

Several  independent  gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  cf  Commons,  unconnedled  with 
the  corn,  or  any  other  trade-'— unconnedl- 
cd  with  the  city  of  London,  and  its  par* 
ticular  interefts. — brought  in,  and  carried 
the  act  21  G.  3,  which  regulates  the  im- 
portation and  exportation  of  corn,  by 
eftablifliing  a  rule  for  afcertaining  the  • 
average  price  of  all  corn  and  grain,  fold 
and  delivered  on  the  London  market, 
from  the  aggregate  quantities  and  cojls 
of  all  the  corn  fold  from  feffions  to  fef- 
HonE — but  confining  its  operation   to  the 
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ports  of  London,  EfTex,  and  Kent. — And 
it  was  then  avowed  to  be  an  ad:  of  experi- 
ment— to  be  extended  only  if  it  redified 
the  abufes  complained  of,  and  if  the  pur- 
pofes  of  it  were  obtained. 

It  muffc  be  admitted  that  this  adt  has 
prevented  or  removed  the  before«men- 
tioned  illicit  pradlices,  in  the  ports  of 
London,  Eflex,  and  Kent,  to  which  the 
operation  of  it  was  confined,  and  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  they  have  gradually 
increafed  in  the  out-ports, 

A  feleft  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  parliament  of  1783,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  aft  laft-mentioned,  and  fuch 
part  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  as  related  to 
the  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  corn,  with 
a  view,  we  may  reafonably  prefume^  not 
only  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,    bat  to   the 
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encouragement  of  agriculture,  by  extend- 
ing the  benefits  derived  from  the  faid  a(ft> 
to  the  whole  kingdom. 

It  appeared  in  evidence,  before  this 
committee,  that,  fince  the  pafling  the  laft- 
mentioned  acfl — when  imports  at  low  duty 
took  place  in  fome  of  the  out-ports,  much 
greater  quantities  were  fent  from  abroad, 
than  the  faid  ports  and  their  vicinity  could 
confume;  and  that  the  fuperfluity  was 
fhipped  to  the  port  of  London  coaft- 
wife,  when  the  low  duties  were  not  pay- 
able. And  that  in  Odober  J782,  when 
the  port  of  SoutLnvoldy  in  Suffolk^  was  open- 
ed for  wheats  large  quantities  were  carried 
from  thence,  by  land,  to  Tarmouth,  and 
fome  conveyed  from  Tarmouth^  by  fea,  to 
Londottty  when  neither  of  the  tv/o  lad 
mentioned  ports  were  open  for  foreign 
wheat. 

The 
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The  fame  fraud  was  pradifed  at  Chep- 
flow,  in  Monmouthfliire,  from  whence 
confiderable  quantities  of  imported  wheat 
have  been  fent  acrofs  the  Severn  to  Briftol, 
though  Briftol  was  not  at  that  time  open 
for  the  admlffion  of  foreign  wheat.  Si- 
milar frauds  and  abufes  have  prevailed  in 
the  ports  of  Lancafter,  Chefler,  and 
Southampton ;  and,  In  fhort,  in  every  port 
where  corn  to  any  confiderable  amount 
has  been  exported  or  imported. 

The  committee,  in  confequence  of  the 
evidence  then  laid  before  them,  and  of 
other  confiderations,  brought  in  a  bill,  to 
extend  the  powers  and  provifions  of  the 
aft  21  G.  3,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
printed.  It  lay  over  for  confideration 
till  the  then  next  feffions,  when  public 
affairs,  and  the  fubfequent  diflblution, 
prevented  its  further  progrefs. 

B  It 
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It  was   afterwards   renewed.    In   April 
1785,   and  withdrawn,  upon  an  objedion 
taken   to  the  principal  ohjeB  of  this  bill, 
ijiz, — The   regulation  of  the  export   and 
import    of    the    whole   kingdom    by   the 
prices  of  the  London  market.     But  it  is 
ftill  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  public,  whe« 
ther  the  reafons  in  favour  of  fuch  regula- 
tion have  been  ever  anfwered, — They  are, 
(firji)   That  in  no  part  of  the  kingdom 
can  the  price  of  corn  be  fo  eafily,    fo  im- 
partially, and  fo  certainly  afcertained ;  and, 
(fecondly)  That  the  average  price  of  the 
London   market  appears,    on  an  accurate 
calculation,    to  be  nearly  the   average  of 
the  maritime  counties,  being  for  the  thir- 
teen years,    ending  1783,    as  43  j.  4^.   to 
44J.  lod. 

Thefe,  and  the  various  abufes  before- 
mentioned,  were  the  only  reafons  which 
guided  the  gentlemen,  who  fupported  the 
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application  to  parliament  in  the  laft  fef- 
lions  ;  and,  having  neither  a  monopoly  for 
the  city  nor  the  corn-fador  in  view,  they 
mod  readily  withdrew  a  bill,  in  which 
they  had  a  general,  but  no  particular,  in- 
tereft  to  fupport. 

But  the  author  of  the  refledlions  before- 
mentioned,  in  his  particular  flrictures  on 
this  bill,  hath  thought  it  proper  and 
"  decent  '*  to  affign  very  different  motives 
for  the  condudl  of  the  gentlemen  who  pre- 
pared and  introduced  it.  He  ferioufly  re- 
prefents  thefe  gentlemen's  endeavours  to 
corredl  the  numerous  frauds  and  abufes, 
already  mentioned,  as  nothing  better  than 
*'  an  artful  fcheme  for  engrofiing  the  whole 
<*  trade  of  the  kingdom,  relative  to  the 
*'  export  and  import  of  corn,  into  the 
*^  hands  of  a  dozen  or  a  fcore  of  overgrown 
'*  corn-fa6tors,  belonging  to  the  capital ; 
"  and  giving  to  them,  for  the  future,  an 
B  2  "  excluCvo 
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«*  exclufive  right  of  committing  the  like 
*^  frauds." 

And  this  he  attempts  to  prove  by  putting 
a  cafe,  which  never  did — and  we  will  be 
bold  enough  to  aflert  and  maintain — never 
can  happen.  *'  Put  the  cafe,"  fays  he, 
**  that  the  corn-fadlor,  whether  in  London 
**  or  any  other  fea-port  town,  (it  matters 
*'  not)  has  either  a  great  flock  in  his  own 
**  warehoufes,  or  has  engaged  the  corji^ 
*^  growers  in  the  adjacent  counties,  under 
*'  contraft,  to  fupply  him  with  large  quan- 
*'  titles  at  a  certain  price.  In  either  cafe 
**  it  is  manifeftly  his  interefl:  to  fhut  up 
*^  the  ports  againft  imports,  in  order  that 
*^  he  may  fell  at  a  higher  price,  and  pre- 
*'  vent  any  foreign  corn  from  rivalling 
**  him  at  market:  therefore  he  contrives 
*'  ways  and  means,  at  the  cheap  expence 
*^  of  a  few  oaths,  to  get  the  ports  clofed 
^^  up  by  law:»  till  his  flock  can  be  fold  offi" 

''  But 
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*'  But  when  the  quantity  of  his  (lores 
•'  are  confiderably  leflened,  his  ladings 
**  abroad  fecured,  and  his  (hips  ready  to 
^'  fail,'*  **  then  he  appHes  for  opening  the 
*'  ports,  by  the  very  fame  methods  which 
*'  had  been  ufed  for  {hutting  them  before." 

^*  The  writer  of  thefe  obfervations  will 
**  not  pay  fo  bad  a  compliment  to  the  in- 
"  telle(fts  of  any  of  his  readers,  as  to  fup- 
*^  pofe  them  not  convinced,"  that  the  21 
G.  3,  has  redified  thefe  abufes  (fo  far  as 
they  arife  from  a  jiBitious  price  of  corn, 
obtained  by  falfe  oaths)  in  the  ports  of 
London,  EfTex,  and  Kent  5  and  that  there 
is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  bill 
thus  cenfured  would,  if  paffed  into  an  ad, 
have  had  the  fame  effed  in  the  out-ports. 

But  in  what  part  of  the  kingdom  is  this 

author's  cor?i-fa5lor  to  find  fufficient  ware- 

houfes;    or,  when  found,    a  capital  to  fill 

B  3  them  ? 
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them  ? — Or,  when  warehoufes  and  money 
are  found,  would  even  the  Deans  eloquence 
overpower  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the 
farmers,  and  prevail  with  them  to  con- 
tract with  his  corn-fa6lor  to  fupply  him 
with  large  quantities  at  a  certain  price? 
To  obtain  thefe  ends,  if  obtainable,  muft 
he  not  apply  to  the  purfes  and  eonnedlions 
of  his  brother  corn-fadors  ?  Or  will  it 
be  fufficient  to  unite  only  with  that  chofen 
band — thofe  "  particular  moitopolizers,' — to 
whofe  interefts  this  gentleman  has  afTerted 
k  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  intention 
of  the  legiilators,  to  facriiice  the  good  of 
ihe  whole- — with  that  particular  Jet  of  men 
to  whom  his  rulers  have,  for  the  prefent^ 
**  transferred  the  opportunities  of  com- 
"  mitting  frauds/' 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  monopo- 
lizers of  corn — but  they  have  never  yet 
been  marked  out.     It  is  flrange,    if  fuch 

monflers 


I 
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monR-^rs  had  exlfted,   that  they  have  not 
been  exhibited  to  public  view. 

The  moft  fenfible  writer  againfl  regu- 
lating the  export  and  import  of  corn,  by 
law,  maintains  the  (almoft)  impoffibility  of 
fuch  monopoly-^ maintains,  that  even  the 
violence  of  a  law  cannot  effect  that  moft 
iniquitous  defign  ;  which  ^'  duty  and  de^ 
*^  cency'*  have  not  deterred  the  author  of 
the  Refledions  from  imputing  to  the  va- 
rious kings  and  parliaments  who  have 
enacted  the  corn  laws  now  in  being. — '^  It 
**  is  fcarce  poffible/'  Dr.  Adam  Smith  af- 
ferts,  '^  even  by  the  violence  of  law,  to 
"  eftablifh  fuch  an  extenfive  monopoly, 
"  viz.  of  the  whole  crop  of  an  extenfive 
^^  country,  with  regard  to  corn  5  and  where 
**  the  law  leaves  the  trade  free/'  (which 
our  law  does  as  far  as  this  author's  prefent 
argument  is  affeded)  ''  it  is,  of  all  com- 
**  modities,  the  lead  liable  to  be  engrofTed 
B  4  **  or 
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*^^  or  monopolized,  by  the  force  of  a  few 
*^  large  capitals,  which  buy  up  the  greater 
•'  part  of  it." — Its  vahie  exceeds  what  the 
.  capitals  of  a  few  private  men  are  capable 
of  purchafing:  —  but,  fuppofing  they  were 
capable  of  purchafing  of  it,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  produced  renders  this  pur- 
chafe  impraflicable. — '*  It  is  neceflarlly 
'•  divided  among  a  greater  number  of 
^*  owners  than  any  oiher  commodity;  and 
*'  thefe  owners  can  never  be  colledted  into 
''  one  place,  like  a  number  of  independent 
^'  manufadurers,  bat  are  neccffarily  feat- 
"  tcred  through  all  the  different  corners 

*^  of  the   country.       Thcle    firil    owners 
«'  either  immediately  fupply  the  confumers 

*'  in   their  own   neighbourhood,    or  they 

*'  fupply  other  inland  dealers,  who  fupply 

^'  tliofe  confumers.     The  inland  dealers  in 

*'  corn,  therefore,   including  both  the  far- 

**  m,er  and  the  baker,  are  neceffarlly  more 

*'  numerous  than  the  dealers  in  any  other 

com- 
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^'  commodity  ;  and  their  difperfed  fituation 
"  renders  it  altogether  impoflible  for  them 
**  to  enter  into  any  general  combination. 
*'  If,  in  a  year  of  fcarcity,  therefore,  any 
«  of  them  fliould  find  that  he  had  a  good 
«  deal  more  corn  upon  hand  than,  at  the 
*«  current  price,  he  could  hope  to  difpofe 
«  of   before    the   end    of  the   feafon,   he 
*«  would  never  think  of  keeping  up  this 
*«  price  to  his  own  lofs,  and  to  the  fole 
*^  benefit  of  his  rivals   and  competitors, 
*'  but  would  immediately  lower  it,  in  or- 
"  dertogetrid  of  his  corn  before  the  new 
"  crop  began  to  come  in.     The  fame  mo- 
«'  tives^  the  fame  interefts,  which  would 
^'  regulate  the  condud  of  any  one  dealer, 
"  would  regulate  that  of  every  other,  and 
**  oblige  them  all,  in  general,  to  fell  their 
"  corn  at  a  price  which,  according  to  the 
"  beft  of  their  judgment,   was  mod  fuit- 
"  able   to  the    fcarcity  or  plenty  of  the 

«'  feafon." 

Thus 
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Thus  fiir  the  fenfible  writer  lafi  men* 
tioned,  from  whofe  book  the  author  of 
thefe  refledions  borrowed  an  ajjertion^  which 
he  has  converted  into  the  cafe  before  men- 
tioned, with  additions  and  improvements 
of  his  own. — -The  corn  merchant,  fays 
Dr.  Adam  Smith,  is  generally  in  contraft 
with  fome  farmers,  to  furniili  him,  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  corn,  at  a  certain  price.  Tlie 
Dean  puts  the  cafe,  that  his  cornfaBorh^% 
engaged  the  corn-growers  in  the  adjacent 
counties  to  fupply  him  with  large  quantities 
(very  large  indeed,  or  v/hat  becomes 
of  his  monopoly^)  zX 'di  certain  price.  How 
far  the  Doctor's  affertion  correlponds  wifh 
the  practice  in  Scotland,  we  are  not  in- 
formed ^  biu  we  believe  it  would  be  im- 
pofing  a  very  diiiicuk  tafk  on  the  Dean,  to 
require  of  him  to  find,  in  England,  zfingle 
Jarmer   who  has   ever  contraded    with  a 

corn 
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corn  merchant  to  furnifli  him,  for  a  number 
oi  years,  with  corn  at  z  fixed  price. 

It  is  not  our  intention,  in  thefe  few 
fheets,  to  difcufs  the  general  queftion  rela- 
tive to  the  policy  of  the  regulation  of  the 
import  or  export  of  corn  by  laws.  It  is 
admitted,  by  the  beft  writer  againft  it, 
that  **  few,  or  rather  no  countries  have 
*'  adopted  the  fyflem  of  free  exportation^  and 
*'  free  importation  /'  and,  in  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  things,  it  would,  indeed,  be  dan- 
gerous and  imprudent  to  eflabliih  it. 

But  we  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of 
one  fact  in  the  Doftor's  book,  which  well 
deferves  the  attention  of  the  public.  In 
order  to  fhew  of  how  much  iefs  confe- 
quence  the  foreign  trade  of  corn  is  than 
the  home  trade,  he  has  adopted  a  computa- 
tion of  the  author  of  the  Tradls  upon  the 
Corn  Trade,    that  the  proportion  of  the 

average 
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average  quantity  of  all  forts  of  grain  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain^  to  that  of  all 
forts  of  grain  confumed,  is  as  one  to  Jive 
hufidred  and  feventy.  If  this  computation 
be  exaft,  the  importation  trade  is,  indeed, 
of  very  little  importance.  But  that  it  is 
not  fo  at  prefent,  is  evident  from  a  fa6l, 
which  we  ihall  ftate  from  undoubted 
authority  —  from  records  which  cannot 
be  millaken  —  a  fa6t  which  we  relate 
with  reluctance — and  the  public  will  hear 
with  altonifliment  and  concern — That  the 
money  paid  to  foreigners  for  corn  imported^ 
during  thirteen  years,  ending  at  Old  Chrift- 
mas  Day,  1783,  {exclufive  of  the  money 
paid  for  a  proportion  of  the  corn  exported 
again,  for  the  fiipply  of  our  colonies,  gar- 
rifons,  and  troops  in  America)  exceeded  t!ie 
money  received  for  corn  exported^  in  tlie 
amazing  fum  of  four  millions,  at  the 
lowefl:  e/limate.  From  whence  it  follows, 
that  if  the  before-mentioned  computation 

ihould 
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fhould  be  admitted  to  be  as  exadl  and  jufl: 
fince  the  publication  of  the  faid  Trads,  as 
before,  the  value  of  the  corn  confumed  in 
Great  Britain,  during  thofe  thirteen  years, 
mufl  have  been  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  eighty  millions  \  or  more  than  eight 
times  the  amount  of  the  national  debt! 

But  to  return. — The  bill  for  regulating 
the  export  and  import  of  corn  at  the  out- 
ports,  by  the  average  of  the  London  mar- 
ket, being  withdrawn,  it  is  become  ne- 
ceflary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  flagrant 
and  acknowledged  fubfifting  abufes,  a  few 
only  of  which  have  been  here  mentioned, 
to  coniider  of  fome  mode  to  effedt  that  pur- 
pofe,  which  may  not  be  liable  to  mifcon- 
ftrudion,  or  to  the  prejudice  unhappily 
entertained  againft  the  withdrawn  bill. 

The   attempt  will   be  difficult,    becaufe 
there  are  not  equal  means  of  afcertaining 

the 
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the  prices  by  which  the  average  may  be  fo 
impartially  and  truly  formed,  as  in  the 
port  of  London  -,  but  we  beg  leave  to  offer 
to  the  confideration  of  the  public,  fome 
outlines  for  a  bill  for  that  purpofe,  which 
have  been  communicated  to  us  by  a  gen- 
tleman, who  has  long  confidered  this  fub- 
jecl  with  attention. 

It  IS  propofed,  that  London,  Eflex,  and 
Kent  fliould  remain  as  was  intended  by  the 
withdrawn  bill : 

That  the  maritime  counties  fhould  be 
divided  into  the  moft  commodious  di- 
ftrids  i  viz. 

Norfolk,  Suffolk^  and  Cambridgefliire, 

Lincolnfliire  and  Yorkdiire. 

Durham  and  Northumberland. 

&c,  &c.  &c. 

That 
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That  the  juftices  for  the  refpedlivc 
counties  {hould,  at  every  general  quarter- 
feffions,  feled  from  ^our  to  eight  principal 
market  towns,  within  the  county,  from 
which  the  price  of  corn,  for  that  county, 
fhould  be  taken  : 

That  infpedtors  (liould  be  appointed,  by 
the  juftices,  to  coiled  the  prices — and  re- 
turn to  the  quarter-feffions  the  prices  fo 
colledted — from  which  return  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  fhould  draw  the  average — > 
and  that  the  average  of  the  feveral  coun- 
ties, comprized  in  each  diftri6l:,{liould  make 
the  general  average  for  that  diftrift — and 
that  the  average  of  the  laft:  fix  weeks,  pre- 
vious to  the  quarter-feffions,  fhould  govern 
the  import  for  that  diflridt  till  the  next 
quarter-feffions: 

That  fuch  average   fhould    be   fent    to 
every  colledor  of  the  cuftoms  within  the 

diftridt. 
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diftridl,  which  fliall  be  his  authority  for 
allowing  the  import — and  that  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  fhould  keep  a  book  to  enter 
the  feveral  weekly  prices,  and  the  ave- 
rage ;  and  that  the  weekly  average  fhould 
govern  the  export : 

» 
That  all  millers,  fadtors,  merchants,  and 
other  buyers  and  fellers  of  corn  —  for  fale 
—  at  fuch  feledled  markets,  fhould  be 
obliged  to  give  to  the  infpedlor  a  return, 
in  writing,  of  the  prices  and  quantities 
bought  and  fold  by  them — and  at  what 
meafure  or  weight ;  which  return  fhould 
be  allowed  in  evidence  : 

That  fuch  millers,  &c.  fhould  be  obliged, 
under  a  penalty,  to  take  and  fubfcribe  an 
oath,  before  the  next  juftice,  previous  to 
his  buying  or  felling  at  fuch  market,  that 
he  will,  when  required  by  the  infpedor, 
give  a  true  account  of  all  the  corn  he  fhall 

buy 
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buy  and  fell ;  which  oath,  fo  fubfcrlbed, 
{hall  be  delivered  to,  and  filed  by  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  : 

That  the  various  meafures  fhould  be  re- 
duced, by  the  infpedtors,  to  the  Winchefter 
bufhel ;  and  where  wheat  has  been  fold 
by  weight,  fifty-feven  pounds  (hould  be 
deemed  equal  to  the  Winchefter  bu(hel : 

That  the  weekly  prices  be  returned,  by 
the  infpedlors,  to  Mr.  Catherwood,  or  re« 
gifter  for  the  time  being,  and  publi(hed  ia 
the  gazette ;  and  that  the  general  average 
of  the  diftrift  be,  in  like  manner,  fent  and 
publiflied  : 

That  the  infpedlors  be  appointed  from 
the  chief  conftables  who  are  obliged  to  at- 
tend the  quarter-feflions,  who  are  generally 
fubftantial  and  intelligent  men,  and  attend 
the  principal  market  within  their  hundred. 
C  Such 
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Such  are  the  outlines  of  a  bill  propofed 
as  a  fubftitute  for  that  which  was  with- 
drawn laft  feflions.  Doubtlefs  many  diffi- 
culties may  occur  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  different  diftrifts,  and  other  particular 
claufes  ;  but  it  is  prefumed  that  the  abili- 
ties of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  who  wifh  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 
enormous  abufes  already  mentioned  —  to 
encourage  agriculture — and  to  relieve  the 
manufa6lurer,  by  increafing  the  production, 
and  confequently  lowering  the  price  of 
corn — will  be  exerted  in  removing  them, 
or  in  propofing  and  promoting  fome  other 
effedual  means  of  obtaining  thefe  valuable 
ends. 
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